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ВВЕДЕНИЕ 

 

Данная учебно-методическая разработка может использоваться на 

практических занятиях по иностранному (английскому) языку, а также для 

самостоятельной работы студентов 2-х курсов всех специальностей. 

Учебно-методическая разработка включает в себя: Раздел 1 «Элементы 

социокультурной компетенции», который раскрывает содержание следующих 

тем: Введение – «Английский язык – язык международного общения», Тема 1.1 

«Россия: государство и народ», Тема 1.2 «Историческое, экономическое и 

культурное  развитие англоговорящих стран». 

Введение представляет собой раздел, содержащий информацию об 

английском языке – как международном языке в виде предтекстовых упражнений, 

текстов и послетекстовых заданий.  

Тема 1.1 «Россия» представлена с помощью разработанных составителем 

предтекстовых и послетекстовых заданий, текстов для чтения по следующим 

темам: «The Russian Federation. Россия: государство и народ»,  «Russia is the 

largest country in the world. Россия – самая большая страна в мире», «Russia‘s 

historical geography. Историческая география России», «Administrative division and 

federal subjects of Russia. Административное деление и федеральные субъекты 

России», «Economy of Russia. Экономика России», «Some facts about Moscow. 

Факты о Москве». 

Тема 1.2 ―Великобритания» изучается с помощью текстов, дотекстовых и 

послетекстовых упражнений к ним по следующим темам: «The united kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland. General Outline. Соединенное Королевство 

Великобритании и Северной Ирландии. Краткий обзор»,  «Outstanding events from 

the history of Great Britain. Выдающиеся события из истории Великобритании»,  

«London is the capital of the United Kingdom. Лондон – столица Великобритании», 

«The economy of Great Britain. Экономика Великобритании», «From the history of 

development of British fleet. Из истории развития британского флота». 

Задания подготовлены составителем в достаточном количестве, что 

позволяет осуществлять индивидуальный и дифференцированный подход к 

обучаемым. Прилагаются тексты для дополнительного чтения. 
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1 ОРГАНИЗАЦИЯ ПРАКТИЧЕСКИХ ЗАНЯТИЙ 
 

INTRODUCTION. LANGUAGE AS A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

ВВЕДЕНИЕ – «АНГЛИЙСКИЙ ЯЗЫК – ЯЗЫК 

МЕЖДУНАРОДНОГО ОБЩЕНИЯ» 

 

 
 

Pre-reading task. Discussion point. Предтекстовое задание. 

1. Answer the questions using the list below. Дайте ответы на 

следующие вопросы: 

 

1. Which language in the world spoken by most people? 

2. Which language has the largest vocabulary? 

3. Which is the oldest largest language? 

4. Which sub-continent has the largest number of languages? 

5. Which language has no irregular verbs? 

6. Which language has the most letters in its alphabet? 

7. In which language is the largest encyclopedia printed? 

 

Key: 

1. Mandarin Chinese is spoken by 910 million people. English is the most 

widespread, with 400 million speakers. 

2. English has the largest vocabulary, with approximately 500,000words and 

300,000 technical terms. 

3. The oldest written language is Egyptian, which is 5000 years old.  

4. India has the most languages, with 845. 

5. There are no irregular verbs in Esperanto, an artificial language invented in 

1887. 

6. Cambodian has 72 letters. 

7. The largest encyclopedia is printed in Spanish. 

 

TEXT 1 LANGUAGE AS A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

Language as a means of verbal communication is only possessed by human 

being, animals and plants do not. There is one thing above all that makes people and 
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animals different. People love to talk – talk – talk. We are the great communicators! 

And we can communicate so many things in so many ways – with our faces, our hands, 

our bodies, and our voices. Most important of all, we can record what we say and think 

in writing, so that we can communicate through time. We have a sense of past and 

future, not just present.  

A global language, is a language spoken internationally, is learned by many 

people as a second language, the most popular one is English.  

Linguists believe that the simplicity of the English language is the main reason of 

it becoming a global language. But it generally depends on who the learner is. While 

learning another language you can observe that some languages are more difficult than 

others. 

English is a very effective language, that it is proved by the many native (mother 

tongue) and non-native speakers all over the world. According to statistics nearly a 

quarter of the world‘s population is already fluent or content in English. For example, 

Chinese has more native speakers, however it is a more complicated language in terms 

of grammar, verbs, meaning of the words, etc. 

On the other hand, there are some poor features of English language. For example 

there could be words written in one way and then read in another way and a lot of 

people get confused, especially if their native language is not English. 

English is widely spoken. Many people believe that it‘s vital to learn it as a 

foreign language.  

A lot of people believe that English is the language of trade. It is true that English 

has been introduced in the field of Business for a lot of years. In addition, English is a 

language that is been used in films, music, television, and in a lot of more technological 

features like World Wide Web (internet). A big amount of population of the world 

watches Hollywood‘s movies. This expansion also led to the increase in popularity of 

English language. 

 

1. Fill in the chart. Заполните таблицу: 

 

√ 
If you find 

new information 

unknown to you 
 

+ 
If you have 

a background 

knowledge about 

the fact 

- 
If the fact 

contradicts your 

ideas 

 

? 
If you want 

to know more 

about the fact 
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2. Match the word combinations with their descriptions. Подберите 

соответствующие определения к словосочетаниям: 

 

1. An official language a. A language spoken 

internationally 

2. A foreign language  b. The first language you 

learned as a child 

3. A mother tongue c. The language of 

communication also used in 

government, schools, etc. 

4. A modern language d. A language spoken in many 

countries 

5. An international language e. A non-native language 

taught at school, university, etc. 

6. A global language f. The language that spoken at 

the present time. 

 

Answers: 

 

1- 2 -  3 -  4 -  5 -  6 -  

 

 

3. English has become popular and many English words have become 

international. Read the following words and guess their meaning. Английский 

стал популярным и многие английские слова стали интернациональными. 

Прочитайте следующие слова и определите их значение. 

 

ARCHITECT      PILOT           BASKETBALL                 ENGINEER  

ASIA                          CONSTITUTION                    POET 

JOURNALIST           CLUB           SALAD        TENNIS                DENTIST             

COMPOSER             HOCKEY                      CALCULATOR       SCHEME         

MECHANISM          THE ANTARCTIC 

AFRICA        RADIATION       ARTIST   AMERICA         COMPUTER        

BADMINTON       ACTRESS 

VOLLEYBALL      CONDUCTOR    MUSICIAN      AUSTRALIA                                                            

POLITICS                         TELEPHONE                       REFEEREE 
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4. Сгруппируйте слова из предыдущего 

упражнения и запишите. 

Group up the words and write them down: 

_________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

TEXT 2 ENGLISH AS A WORLD LANGUAGE 

 

1. Find as much as possible about the subject of the text. Use the dictionary. 

Найдите в тексте как можно больше информации по теме.  

Read the text and make such notes. Прочитайте текст и сделайте 

следующие заметки: 

 

√ + - ? 

If you find 

new information 

unknown to you 

If you have 

a background 

knowledge about 

the fact 

If the fact 

contradicts your 

ideas 

If you want 

to know more 

about the fact 

 

Today English is one of the major languages in the world. In Shakespeare‘s 

times, for example, only a few million people spoke English. All of them lived in what 

is now Great Britain. The language was not so important by the other nations of Europe, 

and was unknown to the rest of the world. As a result of historical events, English 

spread throughout the world. 

The exporting of English began in the 17
th

 century, with the first settlements in 

North America. The American Indians had their own languages. So did Eskimos in 

Canada, the aborigines in Australia, and the Maoris in New Zealand. The English 

arrived and set up their colonies. Also the great growth of population and massive 

immigration in the 19
th

-20
th
 centuries has given its present position in the world. 

Nowadays, English is the language of aviation, international ports, pop music, 

cinema, etc. 75% of the world‘s mail is in English. 60% of the world‘s radio stations 

Sport 
 

Continents 

Professions  

Other words 
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broadcast is in English. It is an official language in 44 countries. In many others it is the 

language of business, commerce and technology. There are many varieties of English, 

but Scottish, Texan, Australian, Indian and Jamaican speakers of English, in spite of the 

differences in pronunciation, structure and vocabulary recognize that they are all 

speaking the same basic language. As we can see there are words from 120 languages in 

its vocabulary, including Arabic, French, German, Greek, Italian, Russian and Spanish. 

Other languages absorb English words too, often giving them new forms and new 

meanings. 

One of the many ―Englishes‖ spokenand written today is Euro-English. Euro-

English has its origin in the political arena of the European Community. 

 

2. Do you think the following statements are true or false? Определите, 

правдивы ли следующие предложения: 

1. English was already an important world language 400 years ago. 

2. It is mainly because of the USA that English has become a world language. 

3. One person out of seven in the world speaks perfect English. 

4. English is the official language in more than 44 countries. 

5. Other languages have English words too. Give as many examples of 

international words as possible.  

 

3. Comprehension check. Here are the answers to some questions. Work out 

the sentences: 

1. A few million ________________________________________________ 

2. In the 17
th
 century_____________________________________________ 

3. 75%________________________________________________________ 

4. 60%________________________________________________________ 

5. 120________________________________________________________ 

6. Euro-English_________________________________________________ 

 

4. Vocabulary.Словарь к текстам: 

 

to spread 

widespread 

through time 

a second language 

effective 

mother tongue 

a non-native speaker 

 

a complicated language 

to get confused 

an expansion 

broadcast 

variety 

pronunciation 

распространяться 

широко распространенный 

во времени 

иностранный язык 

действующий, продуктивный 

родной язык 

лицо, говорящее на 

иностранном языке 

трудный для понимания язык 

запутаться 

расширение 

вещание 

множество, разнообразие 

произношение 
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to recognize 

a basic language 

to absorb 

community 

признавать 

основной/главный язык 

впитывать 

сообщество 

 

 

ТЕМА 1.1 THERUSSIANFEDERATION. РОССИЯ: ГОСУДАРСТВО И 

НАРОД 

 

1. Let’s discuss the information. Follow the scheme. Вспомните 

информацию по данной теме. Давайте сделаем это, следуя схеме: 

Language 

Capital                           Population 

Russia                      Main cities                            Holidays 

Political system                      Places of interest 

Territory 

 

2. Answer the following questions. Ответьте на следующие вопросы: 

 What is the official name of our country? 

 What is the capital of Russian Federation? 

 What is the population of our country? 

 Russia is the largest country in the world, isn‘t it? 

 

3. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

 

UNIT 1 RUSSIA IS THE LARGEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 

 

The Russian Federation is the largest country in the world. It occupies about one-

seventh of the earth's surface. It covers the eastern part of Europe and the northern part 

of Asia. Its total area is about 17 million square kilometres. 

The country is washed by 12 seas of 3 oceans: the Pacific, the Arctic and the 

Atlantic. In the south Russia borders on China, Mongolia, Korea, Kazakhstan, Georgia 

and Azerbaijan. In the west it borders on Norway, Finland, the Baltic States, 

Byelorussia and Ukraine. It also has a sea-border with the USA. 

There is hardly a country in the world where such a variety of scenery and 

vegetation can be found. We have steppes in the south, plains and forests in the 

midland, tundra and taiga in the north, highlands and deserts in the east. 

There are two Great Plains in Russia: the Great Russian Plain and the West 

Siberian Lowland. There are several mountain chains on the territory of the country: the 

Urals, the Caucasus, the Altai and others. The largest mountain chain, the Urals, 

separates Europe from Asia. 

There are over two million rivers in Russia. Europe's biggest river, the Volga, 

flows into the Caspian Sea. The main Siberian rivers — the Ob, the Yenisei and the 
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Lena — flow from the south to the north. The Amur in the Far East flows into Pacific 

Ocean. 

Russia is rich in beautiful lakes. The world's deepest lake (1600 meters) is Lake 

Baikal. It is much smaller than the Baltic Sea, but there is much more water in it than in 

the Baltic Sea. The water in the lake is so clear that if you look down you can count the 

stones on the bottom. 

Russia has one-sixth of the world's forests. They are concentrated in the European 

north of the country, in Siberia and in the Far East. 

On the vast territory of the country there are various types of climate, from arctic in the 

north to subtropical in the south. In the middle of the country the climate is temperate 

and continental. 

Russia is very rich in oil, coal, iron ore, natural gas, copper, nickel and other 

mineral resources. 

Russia is a parliamentary republic. The Head of the State is the President. The 

legislative powers are exercised by the Duma. 

The capital of Russia is Moscow. It is its largest political, scientific, cultural and 

industrial centre. It is one of the oldest Russian cities. 

At present, the political and economic situation in the country is rather 

complicated. There are a lot of problems in the national economy of the Russian 

Federation. 

But in spite of the problems Russia is facing at present, there are a lot of 

opportunities for this country to become one of the leading countries in the world. 

  

4. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

 

to occupy 

surface 

to border on 

steppes 

plain 

midland 

highland 

lowland 

to flow into 

various 

arctic 

subtropical 

continental 

temperate 

legislative 

to be rich in 

scientific 

complicated 

opportunity 

leading 

занимать 

поверхность 

граничить с 

степи 

равнина, плоскость 

средняя полоса 

высокогорная местность 

низменность 

впадать 

различный 

северный, полярный 

субтропический 

континентальный 

умеренный 

законодательный орган 

быть богатым  

научный 

сложный, осложненный 

возможность 

ведущий, лидирующий 
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5. Read the list of the proper names. Mind their meanings. Remember 

the rules of formation of proper nouns. Make up new words following the 

examples. Прочитайте таблицу имен собственных. Запомните названия. 

Вспомните правила образования имен собственных. Образуйте слова 

согласно образцу: 

 

Russia 

Europe 

China 

Mongolia 

Korea 

Kazakhstan 

Georgia 

Azerbaijan 

Norway 

Finland 

Baltic 

Byelorussia 

Ukraine 

USA 

Urals 

Caucasus 

Asia 

Altai 

Россия 

Европа 

Китай 

Монголия 

Корея 

Казахстан 

Грузия 

Азербайджан 

Норвегия 

Финляндия 

Балтика 

Белоруссия 

Украина 

США 

Урал 

Кавказ 

Азия 

Алтай 

 

1) Russia                     Russian  

Korea                           Korean 

Europe         + - (ia)n   __________ 

Georgia                        __________ 

Ukraine                     __________ 

America                        __________ 

2) China      + -ese      Chinese 

Japan                            __________ 

3) Spain      + -ish      Spanish 

Britain                         ___________ 

Finland                        ___________ 

 

6. Read the international words without using a dictionary. Прочитайте 

и переведите интернационализмы без использования словаря:  

Federation; million; tundra; gas; mineral; republic; parliament; political; 

industrial; centre; economic situation; problem; national economy;  
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7. Make up combinations of words. Составьте словосочетания: 

Earth‘s                      climate 

Variety of                  recourses 

Mineral                     country 

The largest                 vegetation 

Parliamentary            surface 

Legislative                  republic 

Temperate                  power 

 

8. Find the equivalents in the text. Найдите в тексте следующие 

эквиваленты: 

Самая большая страна в мире; общая площадь; имеет морскую границу с 

США; разнообразие ландшафта и растительности; две великие равнины; на 

территории страны имеется несколько горных цепей; в озере Байкал намного 

больше воды, чем в Балтийском море; несколько типов климата; Россия – 

парламентская республика; крупный научный и культурный центр;  

 

9. Find the sentences in the text containing the following adjectives. 

Найдите в тексте предложения, содержащие следующие прилагательные. 

Form new words. Образуйте соответствующие формы прилагательных:  

The largest; the biggest; the deepest; smaller; 

 

Положительная 

степень 

Сравнительная 

степень 

Превосходная 

степень 

great 

rich 

 

 

 

small 

 

 

large 

 

 

more important 

 

 

 

the biggest 

 

the deepest 

 

10. Define the form of the verb in the following sentences. Explain their 

usage. Определите форму глагола в предложениях. Объясните использование 

именно этой формы глагола: 

1) The country is washed by 12 seas and 3 oceans; 2) It also has a sea 

border with the USA; 3) There are several mountain chains on the territory of the 

country; 4) The legislative powers are exercised by the Duma; 5) In spite of the 

problems Russia is facing today, there are a lot of opportunities for this country; 6) 

They are concentrated in the European part of the country; 7) The population of the 

country is constantly increasing; 
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11. Find the paragraphs in the text containing the following information. 

Найдите в тексте параграфы, содержащие следующую информацию: 

 Geographical position and geographical features of the Russian Federation; 

 Countries which Russia borders on; 

 The country‘s climate; 

 

12. Translate the sentences into English. Переведите предложения на 

английский язык: 

1)  Общая площадь Российской федерации составляет более 17 

миллионов километров. 2) В мире вряд ли есть еще одна страна с такой 

разнообразной флорой и фауной. 3) Озеро Байкал — самое глубокое озеро на 

земном шаре и служит предметом гордости россиян. 4) На территории 

Российской федерации существует 11 часовых поясов. 5) Россия является 

конституционной республикой с президентской формой правления. 6) 

Законодательная власть принадлежит Федеральному Собранию, состоящему из 

двух палат. 7) Законодательная и судебная власти прямо не подчиняются 

Президенту. 

 

13. How well do you know your country? Насколько хорошо вы знаете 

свою страну: 

What is (are): 
• the biggest Russian lake? 

• the longest Russian river (in European and Asian parts of the Russian      

Federation)? 

• a city with subtropical climate? 

• cities with arctic climate? 

• agricultural regions? 

• old historical cities? 

• places of recreation and tourism? 

 

 

UNIT 2 RUSSIA’S HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

 

Geography. The Russian Federation stretches across much of the north of 

the supercontinent of Eurasia. It contains a large share of the world's Arctic and 

sub-Arctic areas. The mid-annual temperature is +5.5°C (42°F). 

     Most of the land consists of vast plains, both in the European part and the part 

of Asian territory that is known as Siberia. These plains are predominantly steppes (vast 

grasslands) to the south and heavily forested to the north, with tundra along the northern 

coast. The areas of Siberia and the Far East occupy more than half of the territory of 

Russia. Mountain ranges are found along the southern borders, such as the Caucasus 

(containing Mount Elbrus, Russia's and Europe's highest point at 5,642 m / 18,511 ft) 

and the Altai, and in the eastern parts, such as the Verkhoyansk Range or the volcanoes 
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on Kamchatka. The more central Ural Mountains, a north-south range that form the 

primary divide between Europe and Asia, are also notable. 

    Russia has an extensive coastline of over 37,000 kilometers (23,000 mi) along 

the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, as well as more or less inland seas such as the Baltic, the 

Black and Caspian seas. Some smaller bodies of water are part of the open oceans; the 

Barents Sea, the White Sea, the Kara Sea, the Laptev Sea and the East Siberian Sea are 

part of the Arctic, whereas the Bering Sea, the Sea of Okhotsk and the Sea of Japan 

belong to the Pacific Ocean. 

Localities. In 1708 Peter the Great divided Imperial Russia into eight large 

provinces - gubernii. A county - uyezd was the subdivision of a province. 

    The statute of 1775 instituted by Catherine the Great divided Russia into 40 

provinces, each divided into an average of 10 counties. 

    In 1797 each county was divided into districts - volosti and villages, 

distinguished by the fact that a village normally had a church. There was also a police 

jurisdiction. This organization remained fairly stable. 

    At the beginning of the 20th century there were 50 provinces in European 

Russia; not including Finland, Poland, and the Caucasus. Most of the provinces in the 

Caucasus, Central Asia, and Far East corresponding to imperial provinces were called 

districts - oblasti. In 1914, there were 78 provinces and 20 districts. 

    In modern Russia, a district is an equivalent to an imperial province. There are 

more provinces in modern Russia than there were provinces in Imperial Russia. 

    A region is the intermediate jurisdiction in modern Russia, taking the place of 

counties and districts. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

 

 

stretch across 

mid-annual 

temperature 

extensive coastline 

 

inland 

 

county 

police jurisdiction 

 

district 

 

тянуться вдоль 

среднегодовая 

температура 

широкое 

побережье 

внутренняя часть 

страны 

губерния, округ 

полицейский, 

судебный округ 

округ, область 

 

3. Learn measurements, temperature scales and their abbreviations. 

Изучите меры длины, шкалы температур и их сокращения. 

Find the definitions of the abbreviations given below. Определите значение 

сокращений: 

 

C – Celsius; F – Fahrenheit; 
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ft – feet; international foot = 0,3048 meters; 3 feet = 1 yard = 90 centimeters;  

mi – mile; British and American mile = 1609 meters = 5280 feet; nautical mile 

(морская миля) = 6080 ft;  

m – meter; km – kilometer; 

cm -__________; oz - __________; lb -_________; kg -_________; l -

_________; 

 

4. Insert the article the where it is necessary. Найдите в тексте 

географические названия и объясните их употребление с артиклем the и без 

него. Выполните упражнение: 

 

Interesting facts about water spaces:  

___ Bermuda Triangle is located in ___ Atlantic Ocean. The longest river of the 

world is ___ Nile River. The lowest lake of the world is ___ Dead Sea, the deepest lake 

is ___ Lake Baikal, and the longest lake is ___ Tanganyika. ___ Lake Superior is the 

largest of ___ Great Lakes. In ___ Atlantic Ocean, ___ American Mediterranean Sea is 

the combination of the seas of ___ Gulf of Mexico and ___ Caribbean Sea. ___ Victoria 

Falls is the largest waterfall in the world. ___Tugela Falls is the world‘s second tallest. 

Europe‘s highest waterfall is ___ Utigard in Norway. 

 

5. Learn the information about suffixes and ways of formation of 

adjectives. Translate. Изучите суффиксы и примеры образования 

прилагательных: 

North + ern = northern; east + ern = eastern; center + al = central; beauty + ful 

= beautiful; note + able = notable; vary + ous =various; attract + ive =attractive;    

 

South______; drink_____; form_____; office_____; fame_____; West____; 

accident____; use_____; select____; ambition_____; 

 

6. Translate the following word combinations into English. Переведите 

фразы с русского языка на английский: 

 

Тянуться вдоль побережья; лесистая местность; широкое побережье; часть 

области; отличаться чем-либо; области Российской Империи; каждая область 

была разделена на округи; современная Россия; 

 

7. Mind the compound nouns given below. Form the compound nouns. 

Translate them into Russian. Обратите внимание на сложные слова и способ их 

образования. Образуйте сложные слова самостоятельно, переведите:  

 

 

Super+continent = supercontinent            grass+land = grassland 

Coast+line = coastline                             high+land =highland 

Neighbor+hood = neighborhood            black+bird = blackbird 

 



 

 17 

     swimming             time                              finger                     fall   

     foot                       mate                              green                      pocket 

     head                       pool                             chair                       mail 

     black                      ache                             snow                      house 

     dish                        ball                              pick                        man 

    summer                   washer                         air                          print 

    group                      bird 

For example, swimmingpool – бассейн; pickpocket – вор-карманник; 

 

8. Do the exercise. Insert the necessary prepositions of, at, along, into, as, 

to, of. Выполните упражнение, вставив необходимые предлоги of, at,along, into, 

as, to, of.Translate the word-combinations containing prepositions. Полученные 

словосочетания с данными предлогами переведите: 

1) This document has become known ____ the Washington Declaration. 2)  

Today Yalta sanatorium consists ____ two buildings. 3) Travel _____ the Crimean 

coast and experience it all. 4) We‘ll divide ____ groups so you can get to know your 

groupmates. 5) ____ the beginning there was no need in transport as the population was 

quite small. 6) 1. million of Korean Won is equivalent ___ USD 1.000. 7) I can never 

take the place ____ your parents.  

 

9. Make up sentences. Дополните предложения: 

1) The highest mountains in our land are the … … 

2) There are over two thousand rivers in the Russian Federation. The longest 

of them are the … … 

3) The areas of Siberia and the Far East occupy … … 

4) Russia has an extensive coastline of over 37,000 kilometers (23,000 mi) 

along the … … 

5) Peter the Great divided Imperial Russia into … … 

6) In modern Russia, a district is an equivalent to … … 

 

10. Read the text about Peter the Great. Insert the missing words, using 

the necessary form of the verb. Прочитайте небольшой текст о Петре 1. 

Вставьте пропущенные слова, подберите необходимую форму глагола: 

most, found, change, learn about, of, become, make, spend. 

 

Peter the Great (1672-1725) is probably the ______ famous of all the Russian 

tsars. Under his rule, Russia ________ from being a poor farming society into an 

empire. Peter toured Europe and ________ _____ western culture and science. 

Returning to Russia, he _______ changes to his army and government. He ______ 

much of his time fighting wars against Ottoman Empire and against Sweden. He 

__________ St. Petersburg, his most lasting contribution to Russia. A gateway to 

Europe, St. Petersburg __________ the new capital _____ his kingdom. 
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11. Answer the following questions. Ответьте на вопросы для общего 

понимания текста: 

1) Is Russia the largest country in the world? 

2) What oceans wash the borders of the Russian Federation? 

3) What are the highest mountains in Russia? 

4) What is the extension of the Russia‘s coastline along the Arctic and Pacific 

oceans?  

5) What was the subdivision of a province in Imperial Russia? 

6) How many provinces were there in European Russia?  

 

UNIT 3   ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND FEDERAL SUBJECTS OF 

RUSSIA 

 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

According to the Russian Constitution, the Russian Federation consists of 

republics, krais, oblasts, cities of federal importance, an autonomous oblast (districts), 

and autonomous okrugs, all of which are equal subjects of the Russian Federation. In 

1993, there were 89 federal subjects. By 2008, the number of federal subjects had been 

decreased to 83 because of several mergers. In 2014, Sevastopol and the Republic of 

Crimea became the 84th and 85th federal subjects of Russia.   

     Since March 18, 2014, the Russian Federation consisted of 85 federal subjects 

that are constituent members of the Federation. Every federal subject has its own head, a 

parliament, and a constitutional court. Federal subjects have their own constitution and 

legislation. Subjects have equal rights in relations with federal government bodies. All 

federal subjects are of equal federal rights in the sense that they have equal 

representation—two delegates each—in the Federation Council. 

    There are 6 types of federal subjects: 

 22 republics 

 9 krais 

 46 oblasts 

 3 federal cities 

 1 autonomous oblast 

 4 autonomous okrugs. 

    Autonomous okrugs are the only ones that have a peculiar status of being 

federal subjects in their own right, yet at the same time they are considered to be 

administrative divisions of other federal subjects. 

    On March 18, 2014, as a part of the 2014 Crimean events and following the 

establishment of the Republic of Crimea, a treaty was signed between Russia and the 

Republic of Crimea incorporating the Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol as 

the constituent members of the Russian Federation According to the Treaty, the 

Republic of Crimea is accepted as a federal subject with the status of a republic while 

the City of Sevastopol has received federal city status. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Federation
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    As a result, the modern administrative-territorial structures of the federal 

subjects vary significantly from one federal subject to another. The following types of 

high-level administrative divisions are recognized: 

 administrative districts  

 cities/towns and urban-type settlements of federal subject significance 

 closed administrative-territorial formations 

Autonomous okrugs and okrugs are intermediary units of administrative divisions, 

which include some of the federal subject's districts and cities/towns/urban-type 

settlements of federal subject significance. 

    Autonomous okrugs, while being under the jurisdiction of another federal 

subject, are still constitutionally recognized as federal subjects on their own right. For 

example, Chukotka Autonomous Okrug is an exception in that it is not administratively 

subordinated to any other federal subject of Russia. 

    Okrugs are usually former autonomous okrugs that lost their federal subject 

status due to a merger with another federal subject. 

    Typical lower-level administrative divisions include: 

 selsoviets (rural councils) 

 towns and urban-type settlements of the administrative district significance 

 city districts 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту:  

 

importance 

equal 

decrease 

merger 

 

constituent 

 

relations 

representation 

peculiar status 

establishment 

treaty 

sign 

vary significantly 

intermediary unit 

recognize 

on their own right 

 

incorporate 

значение, важность 

равняться, быть равным 

уменьшение, убывание 

присоединять к себе, 

сливаться 

законодательный, 

правомочный 

правоотношения 

представительств 

особый статус 

основание, устройство 

соглашение, договор 

подписывать 

значительно изменяться 

промежуточная единица 

признавать  

на основе своих 

собственных прав 

объединять 
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3. Translate the following words without using a dictionary. Explain the 

lexical phenomenon. Переведите следующие слова без словаря. Объясните 

данное лексическое явление: 

Federation; Constitution; federal; status; delegates; republic; administration; 

urban; type; presentation; autonomous; subject; crisis;   

 

4. Find the equivalents in the text. Найдите в тексте эквиваленты 

данных выражений: 

 

Согласно Конституции; количество федеральных субъектов уменьшилось; 

имеет свой собственный устав и законодательство; Совет Федерации; как часть 

событий; подписывать договор; субъект Федерации; административное деление; 

территориальные образования;  

 

5. Learn the terms, their meaning and their official translation. Изучите 

термины и их официальный перевод: 

 

 

 

Rank 

 

Russian 

(Cyrillic) 

 

English – official 

translation 

 

English – 

unofficial 

translation 

ISO 3166-2 

Newsletter II-2 

(2010-06-30) 

- 

Cубъект 

Российской 

Федерации 

Сonstituent 

entity of the 

Russian 

Federation 

Subject of the 

Russian 

Federation 

(not mentioned) 

1 Республика Republic Republic Republic 

2 Край Kray Territory 
Administrative 

territory 

3 Область Oblast Region Administrative region 

4 
Город федерального 

значения 

City of federal 

significance 

City of federal 

importance 

Autonomous city (the 

Russian term used in 

ISO is avtonomnyy 

gorod) 

5 Автономная область 
Autonomous 

oblast 

Autonomous 

region 
Autonomous region 

6 Автономный округ 
Autonomous 

okrug 

Autonomous 

area 
Autonomous district 
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6. Make up word-combinations. Составьте словосочетания: 

 

                   federal                        body 

                constituent                    court 

                constitutional                divisions 

                    equal                         member 

                government                   rights 

                autonomous                  subject 

                    status                        okrugs 

                administrative               a republic 

 

7. Insert the necessary prepositions. Вставьте необходимые предлоги: 

1) Imperial Russia (Russian Empire) before 1917 was divided _____ 

gubernias or provinces.  

A) on;    B) in;    C) into; 

2) Current administrative division consists ____ 46 oblasts, 22 republics, 4 

autonomous okrugs, 9 krays, 3 federal cities, and 1 autonomous oblast as follows.  

A) about;  B) of;   C) in; 

3) The truth is that we know very little _____ the early inhabitants of Russia. 

A)  about;  B) on;   C)  of; 

4)  The history of Russia begins _____ that of the East Slavs, the ethnic group 

that eventually split into the Russians, Ukrainians, and Belarusians. 

A) In;  B) with;  C) to; 

5) Expansion ____ the western direction sharpened Russia's awareness of its 

backwardness (отсталость). 

A)  to;  B) in;  C) of; 

6) Some progress has been made _____ the economic front.  

A) on;  B) in;  C) at; 

 

8. Make up phrases. Составьте высказывание: 

1) the Russian 

Federation consists of … 

 

2) Sevastopol and the 

Republic of Crimea became… 

 

3) Subjects have equal 

rights in… 

4) Autonomous okrugs 

and okrugs are intermediary… 

 

5) Chukotka 

Autonomous Okrug is an 

exception in that … 

a) it is not administratively 

subordinated to any other federal 

subject of Russia. 

b) relations with federal 

government bodies. 

c) intermediary units of 

administrative divisions. 

d) republics, krays, oblasts, 

cities of federal importance, an 

autonomous oblast, and 

autonomous okrugs. 

e) the 84th and 85th federal 

subjects of Russia. 
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9. Answer the questions. Ответьте на вопросы: 

1) How many types of federal subjects do you know? 

2) When did Sevastopol and the Republic of Crimea become the federal 

subjects of Russia? 

3) Do all federal subjects have equal federal rights? 

4) What is considered to be the administrative division of other federal 

subjects?   

5) Is administrative district recognized as a high-level administration 

division? 

6) Why did former autonomous okrugs lose their federal subject status? 

7) Do typical lower-level administrative divisions include city districts? 

 

10. Mark out the main sentences. Retell the text.Выделите основные 

положения, сделайте краткое изложение данного текста.  Используйте 

следующие вводные слова: 

To begin with, … 

Firstly, ... / Secondly, ... / Finally, ...  

The first thing that needs to be said is ...  

First and foremost …  

It is noticeable that ... 

It is a well-known fact that … 

What is more, …  

Besides, …  

Because it is… 

It is (very) clear from these observations that ...  

 

 

UNIT 4 ECONOMY OF RUSSIA 

 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст. What do you know about the 

economy in Russia? 

Economy is a foundation of any country's life. 

The economy of Russia is going through a transitional period from the centrally 

planned socialist economy to a market economy. After the collapse of the Soviet Union 

in 1991 the greater part of industries was privatized, agriculture and land underwent 

partial privatization later and are still undergoing it. After the crisis of 1997 and the 

depreciation of the rouble followed by sharp deterioration in living standards for most 

of the population, Russia's economy faced crisis.  

The economy started recovering in 1999, partially because of high export prices 

on oil and gas which Russia is rich in. We have an abundance of natural resources. 

Russia is very rich in oil, gas, coal and precious metals. These things make our 

economy stronger. The GDP of our country is about two trillion dollars. Russia is still 

heavily dependent on export of oil, gas and timber. We‘ve got used to making money 

on natural resources. While Russia‘s industrial and farming sectors are still weak as 

compared with those of the developed countries, but the rate of economic growth of the 
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country is very high. If the rate is the same within a period of several years, Russia will 

be the second largest European economy after Germany. 

There are also a lot of branches of industry in Russia, such as metallurgical, 

chemical and automobile industries. There are a lot of automobile factories in the cities 

of Russia. Russia has got a wide range of textile industries. Most of them are 

concentrated in the central region. 

Russia contains over 30 percent of the world's natural resources, which are 

estimated to be worth $75.7 trillion, Russia is the most resource-rich country in the 

world .One of the main directions in the economic development of Russia is 

forestry. Its purpose is the reproduction and utilization of forest resources, to use 

forest lands more intensively, to increase control over the rational use of forest 

resources and protect forests against fires, pests and diseases. This sphere of economy is 

closely connected with the other sectors of country‘s economic activity. Russian 

engineering supplies the timber industry with various machinery: gasoline-motor-

powered saws, branch cutters, loaders of original design, etc.   

Russia has a large arms industry, capable of designing and manufacturing 

high-tech military equipment, including a fifth-generation fighter jet, nuclear powered 

submarines, firearms, short range/long range ballistic missiles. The value of Russian 

arms exports totaled $15.7 billion in 2013—second only to the US. Top military exports 

from Russia include combat aircraft, air defense systems, ships and submarines. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

collapse 

undergo 

 

deterioration 

recession 

recover 

timber 

rate 

branch 

estimate 

 

resource-rich 

increase 

         supply 

saw 

cutter 

loader 

missiles 

combat aircraft 

упадок, обвал, падение 

подвергаться, 

испытывать  

ухудшение 

экономический кризис 

восстанавливать 

лес, лесоматериал 

шкала 

ветвь 

подсчитывать, 

насчитывать 

богатый ресурсами 

рост, прибавление 

поставлять 

пила 

мотопила 

погрузчик 

снаряд, ракета 

военный самолет 
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3. Read the dates and numbers. Mind the basic principles of reading 

numerals. Вспомните правила чтения чисел, дат. Прочитайте следующие 

числа и даты: 

$2.75 = two dollars seventy (five cents); 2,75 = two point seven five; 100 = one 

hundred; 25% = twenty five per cent; 1986 = nineteen eighty six;  

 

1991; 1997; 1999; 2 trillion; $75.7 trillion; $15.7 billion; 2013; 30%; 2,5%; 2002; 

 

4. Translate the following words without using a dictionary. Explain the 

lexical phenomenon. Переведите следующие слова без словаря. Объясните 

данное лексическое явление: 

Economy, period, socialist, collapse, privatize, crisis, export, metal, dollar, 

rouble, gas, sector, automobile, utilization, sphere, high-tech. 

 

5. Translate the word-combinations into Russian. Переведите 

следующие словосочетания на русский язык: 

Market economy; the depreciation of the rouble; Russia's economy faced 

recession; abundance of natural resources; making money on natural resources; high 

export prices on oil; developed countries;  

 

6. Find the paragraphs in the text according these statements. Укажите в 

тексте параграфы, соответствующие данным утверждениям: 

1. Abundance of natural resources makes Russia‘s economy stronger. 

2. Russia‘s industrial and farming sectors are weak. 

3. Russia is the most resource-rich country in the world. 

4. Russian engineering supplies the timber industry with various machinery. 

5. Russia has a large arms industry. 

 

7. Make up sentences. Составьте предложения: 

1. The economy of Russia started recovering in 1999 partially because of... … 

2. We‘ve got used to making money on… … 

3. While Russia‘s industrial and farming sectors are … … as compared with 

those of the developed countries. 

4. Forestry‘s purpose is the … … 

5. Russian engineering supplies the timber industry with various machinery, 

such as… … 

6. Top military exports from Russia include… … 

 

8. Make the annotation to the text. Сделайте краткий обзор текста, 

выделите основные понятия и данные по теме: «Экономика России». 

 

 

UNIT 5 SOME FACTS ABOUT MOSCOW 

 

Pre-reading task. Discussion point. Предтекстовое задание.  
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1. Answer the questions using the list below. Дайте ответы на 

следующие вопросы: 

1. What is Moscow?  

2. Is it the largest city in the world? 

3. When and whom was it founded? (M was founded in 1147, so it is 871 y.o.) 

4. How many people live in Moscow? (according to statistics 12 600 000 mln 

people) 

5. Is it a political, economic, industrial and cultural centre? 

6. Are there many museums, theatres, galleries in Moscow? 

7. What is the heart of Moscow? 

8. What square is the most beautiful? 

9. What is there in Red Square? 

10. Are there any stadiums and sportsgrounds in Moscow? 

 

 
 

2. Read the text. Прочитайте текст:  

1. In reality the year 1147 is the first mention of Moscow in Russian chronicles. 

Yuri Dolgoruky, Prince of Vladimir and Suzdal, invited Svyatoslav, Prince of 

Novgorod-Seversk, to come visit him in Moscow. ―Come to me, my brother, to 

Moskov‖ - Yuri wrote him. What does this phrase mean? Evidently, Moscow was 

important to Svyatoslav without further indications and served as a meeting place. We 

can be sure it was founded before 1147. We will probably never know who did it (Yuri 

or someone else) and when exactly. 

In 12th century, the princes started to fight each other for the control of Kiev, 

because the Prince of Kiev was considered the overlord. 

During the war of 1146–1154 there were two alliances. Yuri Dolgoruky was the 

leader of one of them. Moscow was a strategic fortress on the border of Yuri 

Dolgoruky‘s lands facing three enemies at the same time. No wonder he choose 

Moscow to welcome his ally. 
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2. Moscow is the capital of Russian Federation. The city area is about 30 km in 

diameter and the population reaches to more than12 million people. Nowadays Moscow 

is the most important political and financial center of Russia and is home to the 

government and the parliament. It's the city with the most money in Russia and the third 

biggest budget in the world. It's where all Russia's tensions and inequalities meet to 

coexist, producing a unique feeling of a city that looks European but feels somewhat 

Asian in its mood and intensity. 

3. Where Is Moscow? In the center of European Russia, 8 hours by car or train 

from St. Petersburg,  4 hours by plane from London, 2.5 hours by plane from Berlin (or 

36 hours by train), 6 hours by plane from India, 6 days by Trans-Siberian train from 

Beijing. 

4. Getting Around the City. The main historical core of Moscow is Kremlin (a 

fortress - on photo), which is located in the core of the city. Tverskaya street, which is 

the main avenue of the city, starts from the Kremlin and heads north to become 

Leningradskoye Shosse, which leads directly to St. Petersburg (750km).  

Moscow Kremlin. Moscow has a radial structure, and the Garden Ring road 

defines the center of the city. A smaller Boulevard Ring defines the city's downtown. 

To be able to find the right building on any street, it's useful to know that in Moscow 

house numbering starts from the center. Also, the odd-number houses are located to the 

left, and the even-number houses - to the right. So, if you're looking for Tverskaya st., 

#2, for example, it will be located very close to the Kremlin (which is the most central 

place in Moscow), on your right-hand side (if you turn your back to the Kremlin). 

5. Climate in Moscow. Moscow is located in the middle of the continent, so the 

temperature is continental, which means hot weather in Summer and cold weather in 

Winter. The hottest months are July and August, when the temperatures can reach +30-

35 Celsius. They are followed by mild September, which turns into Indian Summer - the 

last warm days of the year usually in the end of the month. October sees the Autumn 

starting and the temperatures can go down to zero by the end of the month. 

6. Interesting facts about Moscow. Moscow is so huge that it has the right to be 

the country. It‘s official population is more than 12 million (2018), and it‘s in TOP 

10 most populous cities in the world. This is the population of Norway and Switzerland 

combined. Or Portugal and Estonia. Or Finland and Denmark. Whatever you prefer :) 

7. Great reason to come visit Moscow! Recently Moscow metro celebrated its 

80th birthday on May 15. The first ideas about the construction of Moscow Metro were 

expressed in 1875. However, the first Metro stations were opened only in 1935. There is 

a legend of a secret branch, the so-called Metro-2: bunkers and tunnels connecting the 

Kremlin and other strategic facilities. 

8. During the Great Patriotic War (WWII), Metro was used as a bomb shelter 

underground. Even during the war, new metro stations were built, in particular 

Novokuznetskaya, Paveletskaya, Baumanskaya, Elektrazovodskaya, Semenovskaya and 

Partisanskaya. During the bombing were born 217 children. The latest 196th metro 

station was open on Dec 8, 2014, and is called Troparevo (red line). 

9. Moscow boasts the largest number of billionaires in the world. According to 

the Forbes, there are 84 billionaires in the city with the combined wealth of 367 billion 

dollars. New York takes second place in this ranking with its 62 billionaire residents. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_proper_by_population
https://friendlylocalguides.com/blog/7-myths-about-moscow-metro/
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10. On June 29, 1904 Moscow experienced a real tornado, that destroyed several 

nearby villages (present-day Moscow), and broke the centuries-old trees in the area of 

Sokolniki. 

11. Lenin Library is the largest in Europe, with its 43 million objects storage 

(maps, sheet music, sound recordings, rare books, dissertations, newspapers). In the 70s 

at the peak of the popularity of The Beatles, the library was tagged as the ―Lennon 

Bibliotheca‖. 

12. During its long history Moscow burned countless times. Since the houses 

were mostly wooden, the fire spread very quickly, and covered the entire city in 

minutes. In 1737, during one of the strongest fire, broke the just cast Tsar Bell. 

13. Ostankino TV Tower is the highest tower in Europe with an overall height of 

540 m. 

14. The famous in Russia expression ―Moscow doesn‘t believe in tears‖ is 

hundreds of years old, and it came from the time of the rise of Moscow. In those days, 

Russian cities were to pay a great tribute to Moscow. To avoid or delay the payment, 

the petitioners begged and cried to persuade the emperor to extend the repayment 

period, to reduce the size or eliminate the tribute. However, all in vain, as the emperor, 

who ―did not believe in tears‖, gave the order to punish the petitioners. 

15. There are 3,500 historical streets and cute alleys, wide avenues and vast 

squares, mysterious embankments, endless highways and fast driveways in Moscow. 

There are 7 identical high-rise buildings in Moscow: 2 hotels, 2 office buildings, 2 

houses and a university. These are Stalin skyscrapers, or Seven Sisters. There are Seven 

Stalin Skyscrapers, and there used to be Seven Hills Moscow stood on in XIV century. 

16. Izmailovo Park is one of the largest urban parks in the world, with an area of 

15.34 square kilometers, or 1534 hectares. Izmaylovo Park is six times bigger than 

Central Park in New York, and 30 times bigger than the gorgeous Abramtsevo Park, a 

famous Russian landmark in Moscow region. 

17. The highest monument in Moscow is Victory Obelisk, 141.8 meters high. 

Each 10cm of its height represent one day of the Great Patriotic War. It was opened on 

9 May 1995. 

3. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

indications 

overlord 

ally 

tensions 

inequalities 

intensity 

core 

radial structure 

shelter 

to boast 

to beg 

to extend 

to eliminate 

данные, упоминания  

повелитель 

союзник, сподвижник 

противоречия, трения 

неравенства 

напряженность 

центр 

кольцевая структура 

приют 

гордиться 

просить, служить 

простираться 

уничтожать, исключать 



 

 28 

  

4. Fill in the chart. Заполните таблицу: 

 

√ 
If you find 

new information 

unknown to you 
 

+ 
If you have a 

background 

knowledge about 

the fact 

- 
If the fact 

contradicts your 

ideas 

 

? 
If you want 

to know more 

about the fact 

    

 

5. Insert the prepositions in, of, to, along, on, in where it is necessary: 

Moscow is the capital ___Russia. It is a big ancient city. It is one ___the biggest 

and most beautiful cities __the world. It was a magnificent fortress made ___red brick 

with high walls and lots of churches ___ its territory. Among its attractions are the 

famous Tsar Bell and the Tsar Cannon. The Kremlin is the seat ___the government. The 

entrances___ the Kremlin are carefully guarded. Moscow is also a great manufacturing 

centre. Hundreds ___ plants are situated ____ the banks of the Moskva-river and __ the 

suburbs of the city. They produce lots ___ needful things like clothing, chemicals, 

electronics, cars, toys.  

 

6. Read the sentences and insert the numbers: 

 

1. In reality the year … is the first 

mention of Moscow in Russian 

chronicles. 

2. The highest monument in 

Moscow is Victory Obelisk, … 

meters high. 

3. It‘s official population is more 

than …. 

4. There are … historical streets and 

cute alleys, wide avenues and vast 

squares. 

5. Ostankino TV Tower is the 

highest tower in Europe with an 

overall height of … . 

6. The latest … metro station was 

open on Dec 8, … , and is called 

Troparevo (red line). 

 

a. 3,500 

 

b. 540 m 

 

c. 141.8 

 

d. 2014 

 

e. 12 million 

 

f. 196
th
 

 

g. 1147 
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Answers: 

1- 2 -  3 -  4 -  5 -  6 -  

 

Additional Texts for Reading. Spotlight on Russia 

 

          Text 1 Ways of Life in Russia 

Russia is huge country, so, of course, the way of life can be very different 

depending on where people live.  

    Village life. A quarter of the population of Russia, about 40 million people, live 

in villages. Russia‘s size means village life has hardly changed in centuries and is still 

very traditional, although quite hard. People‘s livelihoods depend on crops and 

livestock. They must work in the fields and tend to their animals. The summer harvest 

has to last through the winter and often the only way for people to make money is to sell 

their produce at the market in the nearest city. However, the isolation and simplicity that 

makes village life difficult is also what makes it wonderful. There are no factories or 

traffic, only fresh air, clear streams and beautiful forests. 

Life on the Black Sea. The best stretch of coastline in Russia is in the south-east 

on the coast of the Black Sea. This is where many Russians go for their summer 

holidays. It is a densely populated area and the people who live there make their living 

from the tourists who come for their holidays between May and October. Almost every 

house has rooms to rent and the streets and beaches are crowded with people. There are 

also many different types of water sports available.  

City life. The majority of Russians live in the city. They usually live in multy-

storey blocks of flats that can have up to 400 flats in them. The flats vary from 40m
2 

to 

200m
2
. Many families of 4-5 people live in a 2 or 3-roomed flat. Often 2 or 3 

generations live in the same flat, and so it can get overcrowded. 

Life in the north. In the far north of Russia, conditions are harsh, and the life is 

very difficult. This is where you will find large oil fields and mining operations. Big 

companies attract people to work and live there by giving them high salaries and free 

housing. Even so, many people leave after a short time because they cannot cope with 

the freezing cold conditions and temperatures as low as – 50
o
. 

 Where do you live? 

 Does your lifestyle depend on the place you live in? If no, why not? 

 

        Text 2 Downtown Moscow. Visit to Tsaritsyno 

    Twenty minutes from downtown Moscow, you will find the Tsaritsyno Estate. 

It is a huge place and parks whose official name is the State Historical, Architectural, 

Art and Landscape museum Reserve Tsaritsyno. The park covers an area of over 700 

hectares and has beautiful scenery. The waters of the Upper Tsaritsyno pond together 

with the Shipilovsky and Borisvsky ponds form the largest group of ponds in Moscow.    

The palace was built as a royal residence for Catherine the Great by the famous 

Russian architect, Vasiliy Bazhenov in a romantic gothic style. However, after ten years 

of construction, the Tsarica was unhappy and tore many of the buildings down when she 
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saw them, in 1785. Another architect, Matvey Kazakov, was ordered to rebuild the 

palace, but it was not completed before Catherine‘s death. 

    Over the next two hundred years the palatial estate turned into majestic ruins. 

Although it was abandoned, it became a favourite place for Muscovites to spend time 

outdoors. Finally, in 1984 a decision was reached to completely restore Tsaritsyno‘s 

architecture and park, and make it the home of the State Museum of Arts and Crafts of 

the People of the USSR. The majority of the architectural monuments have now been 

restored and the grounds have been renovated.  

    Today visitors can see collections of modern arts crafts including porcelain, 

glass, ceramics, decorative textiles, leather, jewelry and more. Original creations from 

leading artists of various generations, national schools, and artistic orientations are on 

display. Excursions, educational programmers, concerts, festive events as well as the 

beauty of the park and ponds also await visitors. 

    The restoration of the Grand Palace was completed by the end of 2007. Large-

scale restoration and landscaping of the park and the ponds were also carried out. 

Tsaritsyno, a jewel of Russian culture, has a grand future. 

 Have you ever visited Tsaritsyno? 

 After reading this would you like to? Give reasons why (not). 

 

Text 3 Let’s Find out about Mir 

    Russia has a long and distinguished history in space. It was the first country to 

send a satellite into space, the first country to send a man into space and the first 

country to launch a space station into space.  Even now, as the International Space 

Station is still in its days, the Russians have already ‗been there and done that‘. 

    The Mir Orbital Complex was in orbit for fifteen years, three times longer than 

initially planned. During that time, there were many manned missions to and from it and 

many spacewalks.  

    Mir took ten years to build. The main piece or module weighing 20 tons was 

launched individually and added to the main module making a total weight of 130 tones. 

The main module contained the living quarters for two cosmonauts in tiny cabins with 

windows. The first two crew members were Leonid Kizim and Vladimir Soloviev. 

    Mir was taken out of orbit on 2001 because of financial reasons. There just 

wasn‘t enough government or private funding to keep it on operation. What remains of 

the Mir Space Station is now somewhere at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, but it will 

remain a huge achievement in space technology and a landmark in spaceflight history. 

 Do you know anything about Mir that is not mentioned in the text? 

 What other landmark events in space has Russia been involved in? 

 

Text 4 Trans-Siberian Railway 

There are thousands of natural and cultural attractions in Russia and no better 

way to see them than by train.  

    Many people say the only way to see Russia is by train. So, it you are going by 

train, you may as well go on the nicest and longest train journey there is – on the Trans-

Siberian Railway. From start to finish the journey covers 6,000 miles, that‘s a third of 

the way around the Earth. 
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    The best thing about this journey though, is that you don‘t have to make it 

continuous. There is a regular service, so you can get on and off the train to enjoy the 

many wonderful cities along the way. For example, you can stop at Yaroslavl, which is 

one of Russia‘s oldest cities and has many beautiful buildings to see. Then there is 

Krasnoyarsk, founded in 1628, where you can see the unusual cliffs at Stolby Reserve. 

Let‘s not forget Vladivostok, with its beautiful natural harbor and lively city center.  

    The railway has three main routes. The Trans-Siberian line goes from Moscow 

to Vladivostok. The Trans-Manchurian line goes from Tarskaya to Beijing through 

Mongolia. Whichever one you take though, you can be sure to pass through some of the 

most amazing landscapes in the world and visit some picturesque towns and cities. With 

the Trans-Siberian Railway, getting there is as much fun as being there. 

 Is there a place in Russia you would really like to visit? 

 Have you ever on the Trans-Siberian railway? If no, would you like to? 

 

Text 5 Admiral on Land 

Pavel Nakhimov's life seemed to be preordained from his youth. He graduated 

from the Naval College and began to serve in the Black Sea fleet. In the early 19
th
 

century, when Nakhimov received his rank, the development of the Black Sea fleet was 

associated with Admiral Lazarev.  

He took part in a round-the-world voyage with Admiral Lazarev in 1822-1824. In 

1827 he fought in the historic battle of Navarino. Throughout the battle the young 

officer stayed with the sailors manning the guns. The Azov flagship on which he served 

engaged five Turkish vessels and destroyed every one of them sustaining 150 holes and 

losing all its masts. 

Nakhimov had to wait for 26 years for his next experience in naval battle. At the 

head of a Russian squadron, Nakhimov set sail to locate and destroy the Turkish fleet. 

His first and most serious enemy, however, were storms. Finally, the Russian ships 

found the Turkish fleet in the Bay of Sinop. After Vice Admiral Nakhimov received 

reinforcements, on the morning of November 18, 1853 he attacked the Turkish vessels, 

which were protected by land batteries. The battle raged for several hours but the forces 

were uneven. All the Turkish ships were destroyed.  

For Russia, the battle of Sinop opened the way to the complete defeat of its 

eternal enemy, Turkey.  

Nakhimov returned to the base at Sevastopol. But the mood was not exactly 

upbeat, since it was clear that France and Britain would now send their fleets to the 

Black Sea. 

Indeed, the next year the joint Anglo-French fleet entered the Black Sea and 

approached the Crimea, landing an army over 60,000 strong. Having defeated the 

Russian forces at the Alma River, the allies marched south and laid siege to Sevastopol 

from the south. 

The city was defended by the sailors of the Black Sea fleet and a few reserve 

battalions. Admiral Nakhimov was appointed commander of the southern defense. 

Several ships were sunk across the entrance to the bay to prevent the enemy fleet from 

altering it. All the resources of the Black Sea fleet were thrown into the defense of 

Sevastopol. 
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Admiral Nakhimov became the living symbol of the heroic defense. Although he 

never personally led troops, Nakhimov daily visited the most dangerous parts of the 

defensive positions. 

On May 26, 1855, a shell splinter hit him in the back. Yet, the admiral recovered 

from the wound and continued to appear on the front line. 

Admiral observed enemy positions on the famous Malakhov Hill while Zouave 

sharpshooters‘ bullets buzzed past his head. Then, suddenly, he fell back. A bullet had 

gone clean through his head. 

Surgery was not very advanced at the time, and the doctor who attended the 

admiral only advised cold water to be poured on his wound. The dying man was visited 

by Prince Gorchakov, the commander-in-chief, who wept when he saw Nakhimov 

unconscious. Two days later Pavel Nakhimov died. Even the allies suspended their non-

stop bombing of the city. Several months later, the Russians abandoned the city. 

  

 

ТЕМА 1.2 ИСТОРИЧЕСКОЕ, КУЛЬТУРНОЕ НАСЛЕДИЕ И 

ЭКОНОМИКА ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ 

 

UNIT 1 THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

NORTHERN IRELAND. GENERAL OUTLINE. 

СОЕДИНЕННОЕКОРОЛЕВСТВОВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИИСЕВЕРНОЙИРЛА

НДИИ. КРАТКИЙ ОБЗОР 

 

Pre-reading task. Learn to pronounce the following Place Names. 

Предтекстовое задание. Научитесь произносить следующие имена 

собственные: 

Great Britain, the British Isles, Europe, the Severn, Ireland, England, Scotland, 

Wales, the Irish Sea, the English Channel, the Thames, Manchester, Sheffield, 

Birmingham. 

     

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

―Great Britain‖ has several different names. Some people say ―Britain‖, or ―the 

United Kingdom‖, or just ―UK‖. The official name of the country is the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

The UK is situated to the north-west off Europe on the British Isles. They 

consist of two large islands, Great Britain and Ireland, and many smaller ones. Great 

Britain is separated from Ireland by the Irish Sea and from the Continent of Europe by 

the English Channel. 

There are four different countries in the UK: England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Everyone from Britain is British, but only people from England are 

English. People from Scotland are Scottish, people from Wales are Welsh, and people 

from Northern Ireland are Irish. 

The climate of Britain is mild and warm because of the warm waters of the Gulf 

Stream. The winter is not very cold and the summer is not very hot. 
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Most of the mountains are in the north, in Scotland, but they are not very high. 

The highest mountain in the UK is Ben Nevis in Scotland. 

There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain but they are not very long. The Severn 

is the longest river. It is in the south-west of England. The Thames is not so long as the 

Severn, it is shorter. 

Over 57 million people live in the UK. Most of them live in big towns and cities. 

London is the capital of the country. It stands on the river Thames. The most 

important industrial cities are Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, Birmingham and others. 

Cambridge and Oxford are famous university cities. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

 

to be situated 

mountain 

to consist of   

capital 

to be separated (from) 

industrial 

island   

climate 

быть расположенным 

гора 

состоять из 

столица 

отделяться 

индустриальный 

остров 

климат 

 

3. Complete the following sentences. Дополните предложения: 

1)The UK consists of … . 

2) It is separated from the Continent by … . 

3) Most of the mountains are … . 

4)The longest river is …  . 

5)Cambridge and Oxford are … . 

6)London is situated on … . 

7) The population of the UK is … . 

 

4. Answer the questions. Ответьте на следующие вопросы: 

1) Where is the United Kingdom situated? 

2) What parts does the country consist of? 

3) What is the official name of the State? 

4) What is the climate of Great Britain like? 

5) Are there many rivers in Britain? 

6) Is the Thames the longest river? 

7) What is the population of the country? 

8) Where do most people live? 

9) What are the industrial centres of Great Britain? 

 

5. Speak about the geographical position of the UK. Перескажите текст.  
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6. Perform the following tasks. How to understand the difference between 

the UK and Great Britain? Выполните задания. Как отличить названия 

Соединенного Королевства? 

 

Read the dialogue. Прочитайте диалог: 

Man: So where are you from? 

Woman: Scotland. Are you Scottish too? 

Man: Well, no, I‘m English actually, but … you know … it‘s all, like, the same thing, 

isn‘t it? 

Woman: Not exactly. 

Man: Go on! Isn‘t Scotland just like well, a bit of England? 

Woman: No, it is not! 

Man: Sorry, Britain I mean. 

Woman: Britain is not England! 

Man: Well yeah … I know that, I‘m not stupid or anything … but Britain‘s, like, 

England, Scotland 

and Wales, isn‘t it? 

Woman: Not exactly. 

Man: Yeah, it is; the UK, the United Kingdom. 

Woman: The United Kingdom is Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Man: Oh, I see, but we‘re all, like, the same nation, aren‘t we? 

Woman: Not really. Four nations, one state. 

Man: Oh, I get it! So the UK (is), like, the same as Great Britain ... 

Woman: Great Britain is a geographical term – it‘s a big island with Scotland, England 

and 

Wales on it. 

Man: All right, but we all have the same prime minister, don‘t we? 

Woman: Yes, and the same head of state. 

Man: The Queen! 

Woman: Exactly. 

Man: And the same government? 

Woman: Well, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have their own local parliaments. 

Man: Oh. I see. 

Woman: It‘s complicated. 

Man: Yeah, I can see that.  

 

7. Based on the information in the dialogue, which statement is true / false? 

На основании информации из диалога скажите, правда, или ложь?  

1. The woman is English. 

2. Scotland is a bit of England. 

3. Wales and England are not the same nation. 

4. The UK is Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

5. The UK has one head of state, the Queen. 

6. The UK has one parliament. 

7. It‘s complicated. 
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8. Vocabulary Definition. Match the definitions (a–f) with the vocabulary 

(1–6). Работа со словарем. Подберите определения данным явлениям: 

 

1. …… prime minister  

 

2. …… parliament   

 

3. …… head of state  

 

4. …… government 

 

5. …… nation 

 

6. …… state 

 

a. The group of people who control a 

country 

b. A group of people who share a 

common culture 

c. The group or groups of people who 

make up the    government 

d. An area represented and 

recognised by one government 

e. The leader of the government (in 

some countries) 

f. The official leader of a country – 

often with no real political power 

 

Answers: 

1- 2 -  3 -  4 -  5 -  6 -  

 

 

UNIT 2 OUTSTANDING EVENTS FROM THE HISTORY OF GREAT 

BRITAIN. ВЫДАЮЩИЕСЯ СОБЫТИЯ ИЗ ИСТОРИИ 

ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ. 

 

1. Read the text “London’s burning. The great fire of London 1666.” 

Прочитайте текст «Лондон в огне. Большой пожар в Лондоне в 1666 »: 

“In sixteen hundred and sixty-six, Old London burned like rotten sticks.” In 

1666, London was a city just waiting to burn. Narrow streets were overcrowded with 

buildings. Open fires and candles burned inside homes and businesses. A long, hot 

summer had just come to an end, and the wood-built city was bone dry. On the evening 

of Saturday, 1
st
 of September, Thomas Farynor, baker to Kong Charles 2, went to bed 

without properly putting out the fire in one of the ovens. Sometime after 1:00 am on 

Sunday morning, a spark from the fire‘s embers ignited some straw on the bakery 

floor. Flames quickly engulfed the house in Pudding Lane. Neighbours attempted to put 

out the fire, but the flames were too fierce. The fire began to spread. 

At 4:00 am London‘s mayor, Sir Thomas Bloodworth, was woken up. He was 

advised to have all the neighbouring houses demolished, as this would stop the fire 

spreading, but the Mayor refused to give the order. He paid highly for this decision. By 

early morning, three hundred houses were on fire and winds from the east were causing 

the fire to spread with frightening speed. 

Over the next three days and nights, the fire raged out of control. It took until the 

evening of Wednesday, 5
th

 September, when the strong winds finally died down, to 

bring the fire under control. 
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            When the fire was totally extinguished on Thursday, 6th September, five-sixths 

of the heart of the city had been destroyed. Over 13,000 houses, 87 churches and 4 

bridges, along with many important buildings, such as St Paul's 

Cathedral, were gone. Astonishingly, it is thought that fewer than ten people died in the 

blaze! 

            If you visit London today, you can see a tall column - called The Monument -

commemorating the Great Fire. It stands at 220 feet tall - the distance from its location 

to the site of Thomas Farynor's bakery - so if it fell over in the right direction, it would 

point to the exact spot where the fire started!      

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

overcrowded 

put out 

bone dry 

embers 

ignite 

engulf 

fierce 

demolished 

rage out 

extinguish 

commemorate 

spot 

переполненный 

гасить, останавливать 

сухой, высохший 

горячая зола, угольки 

разжигать, загораться 

поглощать, погружаться 

неистовый, сильный 

разрушать, уничтожать 

взбушеваться 

тушить 

увековечить память 

точка 

 

3. Fill in the chart. Заполните таблицу: 

√ + - ? 

If you find 

new information 

unknown to you 

If you have 

a background 

knowledge about 

the fact 

If the fact 

contradicts your 

ideas 

If you want 

to know more 

about the fact 

 

4. Match the words with their definitions. Подберите к словам 

подходящие определения: 

 

 

 

1. overcrowded 

2. bone dry 

3. putting out 

4. spark  

5. engulfed 

6. on fire 

7. extinguished 

 

a. covered completely 

b. having too many people 

c. still warm remains of a fire that 

has been put out  

d. small piece of fire that flies off 

a larger fire  

e. burning 

f. tall post of stone, usually 

supporting something 
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8. column 

9. commemorating 

10. embers 

g. lacking any liquid/moisture at 

all 

h. stopping (a fire) 

i. no longer burning 

j. remembering and honouring 

 

 

5. Answer the following questions. Дайте ответы на следующие вопросы: 

1. What does the text tell us about the Great Fire of London? 

2. How do you think the fire started and why did it spread so quickly? 

 

6. Use the text to write a timeline of the main events during the Great Fire 

of London. Use your timeline to give a summary of what happened. For example, 

Saturday, 1
st
 September (evening): Thomas Farynor forgot to put out the fire in one of 

his ovens.   

     

UNIT 3 LONDON IS THE CAPITAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

ЛОНДОН – СТОЛИЦА ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ 

 

 
 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст. 

1. Famous for red double-decker buses, London, the capital of the United 

Kingdom, is the most visited city in the world. With a population of around 18,000 

people 1,000 years ago, London is now home to approximately 12 million people from 

all over the world. Even a short visit will be an unforgettable experience for every 

tourist. 

2. A Brief History of London. The Romans named the city Londinium during 

their conquest of Britain, settlements had existed on the site of the city for thousands of 

years before. The royal history of England starts in the 9th century with the House of 

Wessex (the name of the royal family), and continues until today with the currently 

reigning House of Windsor.  
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As Britain grew as a supreme maritime power, London drew people from all 

over world, which boosted its economy. 

Under Anglo-Saxons, London emerged as a great trading city, and it replaced 

Winchester as the capital of England. 

London was heavily bombed during World War II, and soon after, the decline of 

the British Empire followed. Still, London managed to grow in size and influence and 

maintain its status as a global center of culture and finance. 

3. Attractions. Buckingham Palace. Queen Elizabeth II is probably the most 

famous reigning monarch in the world. The Queen and her family reside in the 

Buckingham Palace, which was built in the 19th century. The palace, now a place for 

the British people for both national celebrations and mourning. Queen Victoria was its 

first resident. 

 
Located in Westminster, this grand palace has 775 rooms and one of the largest 

private gardens in the world. Tourists are welcome to visit some state rooms, which are 

normally used for official meetings, in August and September. 

4. Tower Bridge. 

  Standing over the Thames River, Tower 

Bridge is one of the iconic symbols of London. While the bridge is freely accessible to 

both pedestrians and vehicles, there is an admission charge to enter its twin towers. 

Currently blue and white, the bridge had previously been painted red, white and 

blue for Queen Elizabeth II's Silver Jubilee, that is, the 25th anniversary of her 

accession to the throne. 

To allow large ships to pass, the bridge is raised around three times a day. 

During those times, all the traffic stops or is redirected to a different bridge. 

5. British Museum. British Museum has a permanent collection, which counts as 

many as 8 million art pieces and artifacts, will overwhelm you. The collection originates 
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from all continents, and it illustrates the story of human civilization, history and culture 

from the very beginning. 

 
This museum hosts more than 6 million tourists each year. This is where you 

can see Elgin Marbles, taken from the ancient Greek temple of Parthenon in Athens, 

and Rosetta Stone, one of oldest writings of Ancient Egyptian literature, carved on a 

stone. 

Like with all other public museums in London, the entrance to the British 

Museum is free. 

6. London on Film. Sherlock Holmes, the most famous fictional detective, is 

from London. According to the book, the movies and the series, his residence is on 

221b Baker Street. If you go to this address, you will find a small museum dedicated to 

Sherlock Holmes and an inevitable long queue of tourists waiting to enter. 

According to the best-selling book, Harry Potter and his wizard friends leave to 

Hogwarts, the school of magic, from the King's Cross station in London. The secret 

passage to their world of magic is on the 9 ¾ Platform, which tourists can actually see if 

they visit the station. 

James Bond, a famous British movie spy, often needs to carry out missions 

around London. If you are fan, you might want to check out Thames House, the 

headquarters of Bond's secret service MI5, and many other city locations which have 

featured in James Bond movies. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

conquest 

settlements 

reigning 

decline  

draw 

to emerge 

mourning 

pedestrians 

vehicle 

accession 

to host 

to carve 

fictional 

завоевание 

поселение 

правление 

падение 

привлекать внимание 

возникать, появиться 

скорбь, печаль 

пешеходы 

транспортное средство 

вступление на престол  

принимать гостей 

высекать, вырезать 

вымышленный 
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dedicate 

queue 

inevitable 

focal 

посвящать кому-л. 

очередь 

низменный, неизбежный 

центральный 

 

3. Vocabulary questions. Вопросы по словарю: 

1. What does "reign" mean? 

A. to own a palace 

B. to rule as a monarch 

C. to be from a wealthy family  

2. What does "maritime" mean? 

A. located on the beach 

B. done very quickly 

C. connected with the sea  

3. What does "focal" mean? 

A. very powerful 

B. the centre or the most important part 

C. well-known  

4. What does "boost" mean? 

A. help increase or improve 

B. cause to explode 

C. decline rapidly  

5. What does "overwhelm" mean? 

A. have a strong emotional impact on something 

B. cost a lot of money 

C. require much time 

 

4. Complete the sentences, use the right word. Дополните предложения, 

используйте подходящий вариант: 

1. In the medieval times, London ___________ as a trading city. 

A. emerged 

B. appeared 

C. unfolded  

2. British Museum's collection ___________ from all continents. 

A. derives 

B. arises 

C. originates  

3. The Silver Jubilee marked the anniversary of Queen's ___________ to the throne. 

A. elevation 

B. accession 

C. assent  

4. Rosetta Stone contains important Egyptian writings ___________ on a stone. 

A. written 

B. engraved 

C. carved  



 

 41 

5. Many city locations ___________ in James Bond movies. 

A. featured 

B. starred 

C. promoted  

6. Today, London is a ___________ centre of finance and culture. 

A. universal 

B. world 

C. global  

7. The collection ___________ as many as 8 million art pieces. 

A. equals today  

B. counts 

C. incorporates  

 

5. Based on the information in this unit, which statement is true/ false? На 

основании информации из данного раздела скажите, правда, или ложь?  

 

1. Tourists can visit some of the rooms in the Buckingham Palace on most months. 

2. Tourists can visit some of the rooms in the Buckingham Palace on certain months.  

3. You can still cross the Tower Bridge on foot while large ships are passing under it. 

4. You cannot use the Tower Bridge while large ships are passing under it. 

5. London has always been the capital of England. 

6. There are no admission fees for any public museum in London. 

 

UNIT 4 THE ECONOMY OF GREAT BRITAIN. ЭКОНОМИКА 

ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ 

 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

The United Kingdom has a developed mixed private and public-enterprise 

economy and ranks among the top industrial countries in growth rates and productivity.  

The gross national product (GNP) is growing faster than the population. 

About 25% of Britain's land is arable, and almost half is suitable for meadows 

and pastures. Its agriculture is highly mechanized and extremely productive; about 2% 

of the labor force produces 60% (percent) of the country's food needs. Barley, wheat, 

rapeseed, potatoes, sugar beets, fruits, and vegetables are the main crops. The 

widespread dairy industry produces milk, eggs, and cheese. Beef cattle and large 

numbers of sheep, as well as poultry and pigs, are raised throughout much of the 

country. There is also a sizable fishing industry, with cod, haddock, mackerel, whiting, 

trout, salmon, and shellfish making up the bulk of the catch. 

Great Britain is one of the world's leading industrialized nations. It has achieved 

this position despite the lack of most raw materials needed for industry. It must also 

import 40% of its food supplies. Thus, its prosperity has been dependent upon the 

export of manufactured goods in exchange for raw materials and foodstuffs. Within the 

manufacturing sector, the largest industries include machine tools; electric power, 

automation, and railroad equipment; ships; aircraft; motor vehicles and parts; electronic 
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and communications equipment; metals; chemicals; coal; petroleum; paper and printing; 

food processing; textiles; and clothing. 

The main industrial and commercial areas are the great conurbations, where 

about one third of the country's population lives. The administrative and financial center 

and most important port is Greater London (Большой Лондон –особая 

административно-территориальная единица, состоит из Лондона и его 

пригородов), which also has various manufacturing industries. London is Europe's 

foremost financial city. 

Great Britain has abundant supplies of coal, oil, and natural gas. Production of 

oil from offshore wells in the North Sea began in 1975, and the country is self-sufficient 

in petroleum. Other mineral resources include iron ore, tin, limestone, salt, china clay, 

oil shale, gypsum, and lead. 

The country's chief exports are manufactured goods, fuels, chemicals, food and 

beverages, and tobacco. The chief imports are manufactured goods, machinery, fuels, 

and foodstuffs. Since the early 1970s, Great Britain's trade focus has shifted from the 

United States to the European Union, which now accounts for over 50% of its trade. 

The United States, Germany, France, and the Netherlands are the main trading partners, 

and the Commonwealth countries are also important. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

 

enterprise 

gross national product 

arable 

meadows 

pastures  

barley  

poultry 

cod  

haddock 

mackerel  

whiting  

trout  

salmon   

shellfish 

raw materials 

supplies 

manufactured goods 

 

conurbations 

self-sufficient 

 

oil shale 

 

beverage 

предприятие 

валовой национальный продукт 

обрабатываемый, культивируемый 

луга  

ячмень  

пастбища 

домашняя птица  

  треска  

пикша  

макрель, скумбрия  

мерланг  

форель  

лосось, сѐмга  

моллюски, ракообразные 

сырьевые материалы 

поставки, продовольствие 

промышленные товары, товары 

промышленного производства 

город с пригородами 

самостоятельный, автономный, 

независимый 

нефтеносный, битуминозный,  

 

горючий сланец 
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3. Fill in the chart. Заполните таблицу: 

 

√ + - ? 

If you find 

new information 

unknown to you 

If you have 

a background 

knowledge about 

the fact 

If the fact 

contradicts your 

ideas 

If you want 

to know more 

about the fact 

 

4. Translate these words. Use associations with Russian. Переведите 

слова. Используйте ассоциации с русским языком: 

Industrial, mechanized, productive, nations, electronic, partners, tobacco, sector, 

materials, financial, administrative and financial center, mineral resources, port, exports, 

electric, position, produce, gypsum, focus. 

 

5. Match the beginning of the sentences with their endings. Соедините 

начало предложения и его окончание: 

1. The administrative and 

financial center and most 

important… 

2. Its agriculture is… 

3. The chief imports are… 

4. London is… 

5. The largest industries 

include…  

6. The widespread dairy 

industry…  

 

a) machine tools, electric power, 

automation, and railroad 

equipment, ships and aircraft. 

b) manufactured goods, 

machinery, fuels, and foodstuffs.  

c)produces milk, eggs, and 

cheese. 

d) port is Greater London.  

e) Europe's foremost financial 

city. 

f) highly mechanized and 

extremely productive. 

 

Answers: 

1- 2 -  3 -  4 -  5 -  6 -  

 

 

6. Find the English equivalents to the following Russian sentences. 

Найдите эквиваленты следующих предложений на русском языке: 

1. ВНП увеличивается быстрее, чем население. 

2. Рыбная индустрия также имеет значительные объемы. 

3. Британия одно из лидирующих индустриальных государств. 

4. Процветание страны зависит от экспорта товаров промышленного 

производства. 
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5. Промышленные товары в обмен на сырьевые материалы. 

6. Великобритания имеет в изобилии запасы угля, нефти и природного 

газа.  

7. Начиная с 1970-х торговые, приоритеты Великобритании сместились 

от США к Европейскому Союзу.  

 

UNIT 5 FROM THE HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH 

FLEET. ИЗ ИСТОРИИ РАЗВИТИЯ БРИТАНСКОГО ФЛОТА 

 

1. Read the text. Прочитайте текст: 

 

1.  One of the most ancient traditions of the British is to preserve their ships as 

monuments to their achievements. This habit began in 1580, when Sir Francis Drake, 

the first Englishman who sailed round the world, returned to England. His ship, ―The 

Golden Hind‖ became the first monument of such a type. The place where the ship was 

laid up was Deptford – a naval dockyard on the river Tay. There it remained until the 

2
nd

 part of the 17
th
 century. Today ―The Golden Hind‖ can be seen near the pier at 

Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 

Another famous ship, ―Victory‖, Lord Nelson‘s flagship at the battle of 

Trafalgar (1805) is in the world‘s oldest dry dock, near the harbour at Portsmouth. In 

1965 the ship celebrated her 200
th
 anniversary, for this well-known three-decker of 100 

guns was launched at Chatham, Kent, in May, 1765. Now this ship is a kind of a 

museum, she is open to visitors daily. Everybody can see the traces of war at the time of 

Trafalgar. The ―Victory‖ was not always a proud flagship. Once she served as a prison. 

Yet, she was the best sailing ship of her type and, despite her age, several of the most 

famous sea captains, Nelson in the Number, used her as a flagship. Her long service 

included some triumphs, but his tragic death also secured her the stamp of greatness. 

2. On the Thames one can see an old ship. It is Captain Scott‘s famous 

―Discovery‖, the very ship for the first Scott‘s expedition to Antarctica in 1901. There 

she was for 2 years, imprisoned by the ice, yet managed to withstand the pressure of ice. 

She truly represents one of the most heroic Polar explorations. This comparatively small 

three-masted ship is a great favourite with visitors.  

Greenwich, a few miles down the Thames from Tower Bridge, is a riverside 

town. Here stands the magnificent 17
th

 century royal naval college and one of the most 

popular National Maritime Museums. It is clear therefore, that Greenwich pier should 

be the last home of one of the most graceful sailing ships ever built. ―The Cutty Sark‖ 

was possibly the fastest sailing ship of her size (963 tons and 17 knots) and she is a 

triumph of clean line. 

 

2. Vocabulary. Словарь к тексту: 

 

ancient 

deck 

dockyard 

flagship 

древний 

палуба 

док 

флагманский корабль 
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Greenwich 

    harbour 

knot 

maritime 

mast 

mile 

naval 

pier 

riverside 

sail 

serve 

withstand 

Гринвич 

гавань 

морской узел 

морской 

мачта 

морская миля 

морской 

пирс, гавань 

на берегу речки 

плавать (на судне) 

служить 

противостоять  

  

3. Write down the given groups of words. Translate them into Russian. 

Запишите группы слов. Переведите их на русский язык: 

 

  

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Write out the underlined complex sentences. Translate them into 

Russian. Выпишите из 1 абзаца выделенные сложноподчиненные 

предложения. Переведите предложения на русский язык. 

 

5. Find the superlative degree of the adjectives in the text. Underline them, 

translate into Russian.  

 

6. Answer the questions. Дайте ответы на вопросы: 

1. When did the tradition to preserve ancient ships as monuments begin? 

2. Who was the first Englishman that sailed round the world? 

3. What is Deptford? 

4. What is the name of Nelson‘s flagship? 

5. Where is the ship now? 

6. What is the ―Victory‖ famous for? 

7. Who was the captain of the ―Discovery‖? 

8. In what expedition did the ―Discovery‖ take part? 

9. What is the best home of the ―Cutty Sark‖? 

 

 

NOUN VERB 

preserve 

launch 

prison 

triumph 

pressure 

trace 

sail 

to preserve 

to launch 

to prison 

to triumph 

to pressure 

to trace 

to sail 
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Additional Texts for Reading.  

 

Text 1 London. The port and the docks.  

 

London is the capital of Great Britain. It is situated on the Thames. It is large 

industrial and cultural centre. It is one of the largest cities in the world. Its population is 

about 8,8 mln. people.  

The Thames divides London into parts: the west End and the East End.  

The West End is the district of the rich. In the West End there are many famous 

museums and theatres, palaces and parks.  

The City, where nobody lives, is the commercial centre of the country. 

Whitehall is the political centre. 

The East End is the district of factories and of the poor. 

There are very many places of interest which are known to you through 

photographs and pictures: The House of Parliament, the Tower, St. Paul‘s Cathedral, 

Westminster Abbey, Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus, the 

British Museum. London is not only a large city but also a seaport. 

The Port and the part of the Docks are also called the Pool of London. The port 

is probably the largest in the world, it is 100 kilometers long, from London Bridge down 

to the sea. Ships bring in their cargoes daily from the four corners of the world. They 

come with butter and meat, sugar and fruit, tea and coffee, copper and wood brought 

from the far-away North and from the tropics. As far as you can see, there are ships, 

masts, cranes. The smoke hangs dark in the sky.  

The port is full of workers of every nationality and race: you see British sailors, 

Scandinavians, Africans.  

One can see interesting things in the Docks and in the Port of London. For 

example, one can often see the Police boat sailing up and down the Thames looking for 

the ―water-rats‖. Thousands of tons of goods are loaded and unloaded here daily and 

hundreds of those water-rats are always ready to pick at them. 

One can see swans here too. They live here despite the dirty water, despite the 

many ships and barges and motor boats. An old tradition probably. They are well 

looked after, and no one is allowed to touch them. 

 Most Londoners do not know the Pool of London; they do not know the East 

End that is round the Port and the Docks. Yet, the East End people feed them, give them 

all the need. 

 

Text 2 Political Parties of Great Britain 

 

Britain has in practice a two-party system though different parties take part in the 

election campaign. 

From 1832 to 1918 the dominant parties in GB were Conservatives or Tories on 

the one hand and the Whigs Liberals on the other. Later the Labour party backed the 

trade union replaced and since 1924 the political scene has been dominated by the 

Conservative and Labour parties. 
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The Conservative party is supported traditionally by the rich and the privileged - 

the monopolists and Landowners. 

The formation of the Labour party at the beginning of the century was a victory 

of the Labour movement. But there were not any radical changes in its policy in 

comparison with the Tories. 

Today it is sometimes extremely difficult to tell the difference between the 

Labour and the Conservative policies. 

 How many parties are there in Britain? 

 Whom is the Conservative party supported by? 

 What was a victory of the labour movement? 

 

Text 3 Monarchy in Britain  
 

Great Britain is a monarchy, but the power of the Queen of Britain is not absolute 

but constitutional. It means that it is Limited. 

Queen's power is hereditary and not elective. 

In practice the monarch has no actual powers. They say in Great Britain that «The 

Monarch reigns but does not rule». The Prime Minister is the virtual ruler of the 

country. The Prime Minister is usually the leader of the party that obtains the majority 

in the House of Commons during the elections. 

The leader of the party in the opposition occupies a salaried office of the Leader 

of the Opposition. The government formed by the leader of the majority in Parliament 

may hold office for five years. 

All the affairs of the state are conducted in the name of the Queen, but really the 

Prime Minister is responsible for every measure submitted to Parliament. 

The Queen summons prorogues and dissolves Parliament. She opens each session 

with a speech from the throne outlining the Government's programme. It is her duty to 

make appointments to all important state offices, including those of judges, officers in 

the armed forces, diplomats. 

The Queen has the power to conclude treaties, to declare war and make peace. 

 How many Houses are there in the British Parliament? 

 What does the Queen open each session with? 

 What kind of a state is Great Britain? 

 Is Queen's power elective? 

 

Text 4 Parliament of Great Britain 

 

The legislative power resides in Parliament, which consists of the Sovereign, the 

House of Commons and the House of Lords. 

The members of the House of Commons are elected by popular vote and 

represent the counties and borough constituencies. 

The House of Lords is not an elective body. For a long time the House of Lords 

consisted of the Lords «Spiritual and Temporal». The Lords Spiritual is two archbishops 

(Canterbury and York) and twenty-four bishops of the Church of England. The Lords 
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Temporal includes peers by hereditary right; peers by virtue of their office (the Law 

Lords) and Life peers created under the Life Peerage Act, 1958. Nowadays the House of 

Lords faces some reformations. The role of hereditary peers will be truncated. Some 

hereditary peers were already forced to leave House of Lords. 

In general the House of Lords like the Monarch has now lost most of its powers 

and cannot influence the process of decision-making in Parliament. 
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